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	Name: Chuck Harmison
	
	30th Ames High School Reunion Class of 1976
August 11 and 

August 12, 2006  

	
	
	

	Maiden Name (if applicable):
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Address: 20 Mountain Road

                           Woonona, 2517
	
	

	                           NSW. Australia
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Phone:
	+61 2        /4284 3094
	
	

	Spouse/Partner: Leanne
	
	

	
	
	

	Children/Ages: Mitchell 12
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Employer: National Basketball League
	
	

	
	
	

	Business Address:
	

	Phone:
	         /
	E-mail:
	harmison@bigpond.net.au

	

	Bio or whatever else is interesting or not:

	Two trips to Ames in less than six weeks, all the way from Australia is something of an extravagance, but what the heck, I’ve heard from Peggy how much fun these reunions are so I thought I’d better get to one before it’s too late!

I’ve been in Australia for just on 25 years now, having come here in August 1981 to continue my basketball career after a season in Belgium. 

I’m delighted to say I put off getting a “real job” for the next 16 years as I played for one team or another, finally succumbing to injuries, boredom and old age (for a basketball player) when I retired in 1996. Over the 16 years I played I have made many wonderful friends, and met my beautiful wife Leanne. 

We were married in 1985 and I became an Australian citizen in 1987, having long since decided that Australia would be my new home. One season here with no snow and no freezing temperatures convinced me this was a great place! 

Leanne followed me around during my basketball career from Melbourne (where we met) to Sydney and then to Wollongong, a lovely coastal town just south of Sydney, where we have lived for nearly 20 years. 

In 1993 our son Mitchell was born. He is now 12 and in high school (years 7 –12 here). He’s into Aussie Rules football, surfing, skateboarding and of course basketball. He loves coming back to Ames to visit his grandma and grandpa. 

After I retired from playing I was lucky enough to secure a job in the front office of the team I played for and was the GM for 7 + years. An ownership change of that team saw me retire again, and I was blissfully unemployed for about two months during July and August 2004. 

In September ’04 I was hired as GM of the National Basketball League. My boss is a yank so we get on well and we are currently expanding our league into Asia, having just put a team in Singapore. Basketball in Australia is nowhere near as popular as it is in the States but we are producing some very good players, many of whom are knocking on the NBA’s door. 

We get back to Ames every couple of years to see my family, and those friends who are still around. I always bring my golf clubs so I can get in a round or two at all the new courses in and around Ames. I’ve become a fanatic of the game, unfortunately my physique doesn’t lend itself to ever mastering the game…ever seen any 6’8” golfers on the tour? If anybody wants a game over the weekend I’m up for it. 

Looking forward to seeing everybody at the reunion, I’ll be the tall gray haired one! 
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