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	Name:  Beth Richards (Hardesty)
	
	30th Ames High School Reunion Class of 1976
August 11 and 

August 12, 2006  

	
	
	

	Maiden Name (if applicable):
	
	

	(didn’t change my name)
	
	

	Home Address:
	
	

	in transition from San Francisco Bay area back to New Mexico
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Phone:
	        /cell 650-450-0154
	
	

	Spouse/Partner:  Joe Hardesty
	
	

	
	
	

	Children/Ages:
	
	

	Jay (24), Jordan (16)
	
	

	
	
	

	Employer:
	
	

	Sandia National Laboratories
	
	

	Business Address:
	

	Phone:
	   505      /844-6951
	E-mail:
	CaspianCBR [at] att.net

	

	Bio or whatever else is interesting or not:

	       After graduating from Iowa State in mechanical engineering, I went to the University of Michigan for a master’s (also in ME) and then moved to New Mexico to work for Sandia Labs.  My work has focused mostly on renewable energy, especially solar technologies.  Although I’ve been with Sandia for 26 years now, I’ve also worked as a loaned employee for a small solar start-up company in California and for Winrock International, a non-profit development organization in Washington, DC.  Some of my most interesting assignments have been applying solar technologies to rural development problems in Mexico, Central America, the Caribbean, and other parts of the developing world.  The last four years both my husband and I have been full-time PhD students at Stanford University in California (yes, at this age; I’ve actually found it to be a great experience. Really.).
     At the time of the 20th reunion, Joe and I had just gotten married, I had become an “instant mom” to his two boys, and we were all headed from New Mexico to Washington DC, where we lived for two years while I was at Winrock.  We then moved back to New Mexico until our grad school adventure took us to the San Francisco Bay area in 2002.  Joe is making a major career change from architecture to biochemical engineering.  I am making a career shift – from energy sustainability to water sustainability.  My work in other countries got me interested in non-technical issues, and my program at Stanford “Interdisciplinary Environment & Resources” combines engineering, economics, political science, and ecology.  My education leave from Sandia is up in October, so I’m returning to work soon, but just part-time until my thesis is finished.  Both of us hope to finish our PhDs in 2007.  Meanwhile, Jay is in the Navy, training Navy Seals in San Diego, and Jordan is starting his sophomore year of high school.

     When we are not doing school or kid-related stuff, our family is involved in dog rescue – our specialty is Chesapeake Bay Retrievers.  We have two rescued chessies of our own, and help rescue, foster, rehabilitate and place dogs rescued from shelters and abuse/neglect situations.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the reunion – Big Thanks to the organizers!
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