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	Name: Jami Simon
	
	30th Ames High School Reunion Class of 1976
August 11 and 

August 12, 2006  

	
	
	

	Maiden Name (if applicable):
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Address:
	
	

	400 West 43rd Street, #19-K; New York, NY 10036
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Phone:
	 212-967-0709      
	
	

	Spouse/Partner:
	
	

	
	
	

	Children/Ages:
	
	

	Cats: Bucky & Lena, 6 years old
	
	

	
	
	

	Employer:
	
	

	
	
	

	Business Address:
	

	Phone:
	         /
	E-mail:
	

	

	Bio or whatever else is interesting or not:

	Hi, Everybody! Yes, I am still doing the acting thing, lo these many years after treading the boards at AHS. Since the 25th reunion, I’ve had some verrrry interesting gigs: I started appearing fairly regularly on Saturday Night Live, most often in the recurring skit, “Appalachian Emergency Room”, where we’re all dressed like hillbillies & most of the cast troop in & tell the receptionist (Seth) about some freak accident that happened to them. They think it’s so funny to have the same 4 of us always in the waiting room in the same chairs & the same clothes, so we do that skit 2-3 times a year. This season, I worked on the shows Matt Dillon, Jack Black (the Christmas show , with Neil Young & Johnny Knoxville doing cameos in our skit), Steve Martin ( I was in a commercial parody, but he wasn’t , darn), Natalie Portman & Dane Cook ( our skits were cut in those two). I also played “Frizzy Patient” on  “As the World Turns”, “Deadbeat’s  girlfriend” on “Late Night With Conan O’Brien”, worked on “All My Children & had a 3 days work as a stand-in for The Tony Awards! We played both the presenter (reading off the teleprompter) & nominees (ad-libbing the acceptance speeches). On the morning of the telecast, most of the real celebrities come in for rehearsal, so since they switch off each run- through who wins so they can rehearse various camera moves, the nominees I was covering won 5 that morning ( or 9 total over the weekend), so it became a running joke that my speeches began with, “Ohmigosh, I can’t believe I just won my ___th Tony Award!” I got my Tony’s that morning from the real Hal Holbrook, Patricia Neal & Bill Irwin, Jonathan Price & Rita Wilson, Julie Andrews, & 2 Broadway actors- what I wouldn’t give for some photos!
I’ve also taken several classes, including Beginning & Advanced Hosting with Pat Murphy-Stark, who does TONS of infomercials, & sitcom class with Richard Kline, who played “Larry on “Three’s Company”- I did get a photo with him, & he also signed my “Three’s Company” book. His class was really great, & he’s a total riot!

Theatrically, I continue doing my children’s shows in schools & libraries, in 2004 I received a Puffin Foundation Grant for my “Joy of Reading Series”. I also worked with a friend’s company doing “Little Red , Girl from the Hood” a hip hop version of “Little Red Riding Hood”- I played the Rappin’ Homegirl, complete  with a do-rag, basketball jersey, cargo pants, high-top neon tennis, bandanna & shades! Last year, I worked on a comedy show with a friend that had several readings & was presented at  a theatre in NJ; this year the show is being revamped with a rotation of three guys & we’ve likewise had several readings & on the verge of working in music cues & props before we get to our next readings in the fall.

On top of this & auditions each week, I continue as an Actors Equity (theatre union) audition monitor (including one for actor/director Austin Pendleton); a member of the AFTRA (TV & radio union) Open Door Committee; a seminar hostess at Actors Connection (a great place for networking with agents & casting directors); & Assistant Treasurer of the 12th Night Club (celebrating our 115th anniversary this year! If you’ve ever heard of the Players Club, which was founded by Edwin Booth & originally only for men, this club was the female version). Our gala’s special guests have included Celeste Holm, Elaine Stritch, Hayley Mills, Marge Champion, Joyce Randolph, & Betty Comden.

My feline “kids”, Bucky & Lena, are 6 now & keep me entertained &/ or exhausted, depending on the time of day.

Just a month after the 25th reunion was 9/11. I awoke that morning to a newscaster on the clock-radio announcing the first tower had been hit- I jumped out of bed & looked out my window at the towers. I turned on the TV & there was no reception on any of the networks. I picked up the phone & there was no dial tone. I finally got a dial tone and called my parents in Ames. It was also my sister’s birthday. I alternated between making calls and leaving the phone lines open for emergencies. There is no way to describe what we went through that day, the following days & hearing constant sires for a year. I kept the TV on 24/7, though all we heard was disaster. I didn’t venture out till 4 days later, to e-mail people out of state. There isn’t a day that goes by that we don’t think of it-I didn’t know anyone that was lost that day, but have friends that lost family members. It was a hurt too deep for tears & something seen & heard   more than enough about. And with travel advisories the weekend if the Reunion, I couldn’t bring my self to get on  a plane. 

I desperately missed seeing everyone at the 30th Reunion (the first one I’ve missed!:( , so I hope to come to #35- or maybe we could do it again next year? Please keep in touch with me & let me know what you’re up to from time to time! Send photos!

                                                                                                                                            Jami
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