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	Name:Jonathan Benson
	
	30th Ames High School Reunion Class of 1976
August 11 and 

August 12, 2006  

	
	
	

	Maiden Name (if applicable):
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Address: 2225 South 7th Drive
	
	

	West Des Moines,  IA  50265
	
	

	
	
	

	Home Phone:
	     515   / 285-9191
	
	

	Spouse/Partner: Sherry Wise
	
	

	
	
	

	Children/Ages: Laura Benson / 10
	
	

	Sarah / 8
	
	

	
	
	

	Employer: Self / Jonathan Benson Furniture
	
	

	www.bensonfurniture.com
	
	

	Business Address:
	

	Phone:
	         /
	E-mail:
	jon@bensonfurniture.com

	

	Bio or whatever else is interesting or not:

	I have lived in many parts of the country, but I always seem to find my way back to good old Iowa.  I moved to Santa Fe, NM and found a job making furniture immediately after graduation from AHS.  Finding life difficult without a college education, I returned to Ames and went on to graduate from I.S.U. in 1984.  I then moved to Providence, RI where I earned an M.F.A. in Furniture Design in 1986 from Rhode Island School of Design.  Iowa again called as I was offered a job at I.S.U. teaching woodworking and furniture design.  At this time I began to sell my work in galleries across the country and location became less of an issue.  During this time I met my soon to be wife, Sherry Wise who was working on her PhD in Economics.  We married in 1991 and moved to Geneva, NY where she taught at Hobart and William Smith Colleges and I headed the design portion of Furniture Design program at Genoa School of Arts and Crafts until it closed in 1992.  We then moved to Alexandria, VA, a suburb of DC where Sherry worked at the EPA and I continued to sell my work in galleries.  Our daughters, Laura now 10, and Sarah now 8 were born there.  After several years in DC Sherry and I decided to strike out on our own so we moved to Santa Fe, NM.  We built a house there, I taught at Santa Fe Community College and continued to sell my work.  After many trials tribulations we moved on to Hyde Park, NY and then after much job searching on both our parts, Sherry happened to find a job here in Des Moines at the USDA.  We have found this to be the best place of any of the places we have lived over the years to raise our kids.  Housing is cheap, the schools are good and the commute for Sherry is oh so short.  My shop is located on the same property as our home, which makes my commute even shorter.  I just finished writing a book for Cambium Books titled, Veneering: A Comprehensive Guide, which is due out this spring.  I continue to sell my work, publish and I am able to spend a lot of time with the kids.  I think that it took a lot of moving around and spending time in other places to appreciate what was here all the time.
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